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Today's selections and commentary by: James Witherite
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8176 n 1483 5.8.7.3.2 Race 14: 5, 8 50¢ Yackpot °Hi-5

5 8347 10 3648

Pace - NW $4,000 Last 4 or TM Rating < 77, Opt. CIm. 15k

6 - STARSHIP closed stoutly from the back to save second from

a poor draw in his local return. Class hike is offset by post relief,
and he’s still probably a level better than this one with his A-game.
The 49-time winner is getting back into gear! 4 - PRECISION
BLUECHIP stalked and chased for a no-match second against
similar two back and mounted massive belated gains from astern
on arrival last week. Should likewise benefit from a kinder draw.

2 - DERBY DOG HANOVER has a penchant for staying on well late
in the mile regardless of trip. He's finished fourth or better in five
straight tries, and the inside draw should keep him handy early
and leave him sharp late. 3 - WALDEN WOODS won well two back
and didn't lack for pace in traffic after mild early exertion on the
rise to this level last week. Can share with clear sailing.

Pace - Winners 4-6 Ext. PM Races Lifetime

8 - JUST CHASING TAILS gave journeyman trainer Jacob Fox

his first-ever Rosecroft win last week, and he’s right back at this
proven level after a strong two-move score. Two-thirds of the

field is coming back from the same event. 1 - HILARIOUS HANK

is among the returners, having yielded for a pocket ride to Just
Chasing Tails and protecting a no-match second. He does his
best work on or near the lead, and the pole helps him establish
early position with minimal exertion. 7 - DONTENVYME HANOVER
rises after holding sway in a N4L field last week — after drilling
a:26.2 quarter to clear the lead, no less! At Ocean, he seemed to
fare best from just off the pace. That proven versatility is a definite
plus. 6 - THE SECILIAN mounted mild late inroads for fourth last
week after a pair of minor placings a level below at Ocean to
close out the summer. Stayer can factor from just off the pace to
boost exotic value with similar.
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Total Stake: $18

final race - $2,513 carryover

Pace - Open Handicap

7 - LOU'S STARR brings a 10-for-23 seasonal record back to DC
after a strong front-end score in top conditioned company at Har-
rington two back and a respectable second from an earned pocket
in the Open ranks last week. A steady force against tougher is
riding a strong form cycle. 8 - DON'TMESSWITHLES worked hard
in defeat last week, circling three-wide around fading cover on the
far turn before being beaten only by pocket rival Layton Hanover.
Prior to that, he reeled off top-level wins at Philly from both on
and off the pace. Credit versatility, form, and proven ability to do
work. 4 - ICACO HANOVER showed pacesetting and pressing
ability in Ocean Open wins but has since had mixed results at
Harrington. Kind trip a must, but he’s no doubt capable.

5 - LAYTON HANOVER got it done last week but had the help of

a pocket trip. Demand fair value given his best efforts seem to
come when he trips out. That said, Jonathan opts to stay on.

Pace - NW $6,000/$10,000 Last 4 Hcp, Opt. Cim. $20,000
5-J M MANDAMIN is back in for the $20k optional tag after
toiling in last week's Open. Last month, he won two of three at
the level at M1, and he demonstrated good pressing and stalking
ability in defeat, too. 8 - SHETHINKSISTILCARE was a consistent
competitor just below the top ranks during the Winter-Spring
Meeting, capping that stand with a lifetime-best 1:49.4 win. He
stayed on OK from the pocket in his lone qualifier off the spell; a
return to spring form makes him a major player here. 7 - SPRING
BLAKE lost at odds-on at this level last week after facing sus-
tained pressure from Tignanello up the far side. Beware underlay
potential again. 3 - SHEER TERROR mounted belated gains from
off the pace to just miss Spring Blake for third. Jonathan takes
this guy instead this week. 2 - MAKING HISTORY was softened
up in an Ocean winners-over last out but held sway for a top-level
win three back. Kind draw keeps him handy in a tough race with
many capable contenders.
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