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Today's selections and commentary by: James Witherite
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Pace - F&M Claiming Handicap $5,000-$7,500

5- WESTERN FLAMES has hit the exacta in three starts for Short,
including a dominant front-end score at odds-on last out following
very respectable runner-up finishes twice before. This group rep-
resents only a mild step up for the 29-time winner, and she’s got
a clear speed edge over 3 - CARIBBEAN SAM-NIN, who seeks a
repeat win after a 24-1 upset in her last. Now, the 19-time winner
debuts for Lord after a series of even stalking trips for minors at
big odds before her upset. Kinder foes on the whole await this
time. 4 - MAZAL narrowly missed second in pursuit of Western
Flames last out after a pair of strong front-end wins for $5k, and
she showed strong overland gains for a narrow miss five back,
too. Deaton opts to stay aboard amid improving form. 2 - LITTLE
JUDITH can add exotic value with this respectable stayer given a
much handier starting spot. Gains Roberts.

Pace - F&M NW 2 Ext. PM Races or $12,500 Lifetime

7 - PRECIOUS BULLDOG obliterated N1L fields at Ocean earlier

in the summer before chasing tougher for fourth at Philly. She’s
been off a few weeks since that 1:55.4 mile, but her dominance

in her first two showings indicates ability to handle this step up
with ease. 1 - IF | WIN UWIN benefits from the pole after having to
work for position in minor placings behind Precious Bulldog. Since
then, the filly showed front-end and closing ability in Maryland Sire
Stakes events. Switch to three turns can help her realize better
raw speed. 3 - SWEET COUGAR is finding her best form, closing
to just miss at 62-1 two back before blitzing to a Maryland Sire
Stakes final win on Sept. 6. Developing closer could benefit from
pace pressure. 8 - VOO DOO VIXEN finally broke maiden in her
27th start, and she demonstrated ample raw speed in minor plac-
ings at Philly before a summer layoff. The good news: She’s hit the
board in over half her career outings to date.
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Total Stake: $15

final race - $452 carryover

Pace - F&M Winners 2-4 Ext. PM Races Lifetime

4 - BEEHIVE QUEEN has won three of six and has hit the exacta
in five straight in Maryland, from on and off the pace alike. She
won well in a similar group two back before rallying to just miss in
her last. Sharp closing quarters indicate fitness. 5 - MORE THAN
BETTER wired a similar group three back before Beehive Queen
could escape traffic and close into her. Since, she twice closed
from far back for minors. Needs to be close and clear for best
results. 2 - FEAR OF GOLD invades from The Meadows after beat-
ing N1L types there in July in 1:54.4 and chasing OK for minors
against N2L fields. This is a slight bump up from Meadows con-
ditioned claimers, but she’s got upside. 1 - WICKED BLISS lacked
from the pocket on the rise to this level but fared OK from handy
trips in N2L fields. Reunited with Givens and draws the pole.

Trot - NW $7,500 Last 4 or TM Rating < 82, Opt. Cim. $15k

9 - SINATRA DE VIE set a sprightly pace in his debut for Foster,
but was just nabbed at the end of a 1:53.4 mile. Moves lateral-

ly on arrival and boasts a huge raw speed edge. Post 9 is his
biggest obstacle. 8 - JUDGE BOB has been off since the spring,
but he shook off the rust in a 1:59.2 qualifier last week. Roberts’
choice has hit the board in 647% of his starts since the beginning
of 2025. More than capable with his A-game. 3 - YALL JUST
LOVE ME worked hard in victory last week and steps up amid a
string of respectable efforts from every trip imaginable, and 4 -
BAYSIDE CUE makes his local debut after front-end and pressing
wins against high-level NW fields at both Harrington and Ocean in
the past two months.
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